n8                   INCARNATE HUMAN GODS                CHAP.
declares that as a god he is altogether above requiring food,
and only eats, drinks, and smokes for the pleasure it affords
him." l   The Bambala, a tribe of the Bushongo nation to the
south of the Congo, have a king whom they regard as a god
on earth, all-powerful to maintain the prosperity of the country
and people.    On this subject the late eminent ethnographer,
E. Torday, who discovered this divine king, writes as follows :
" My long conversations with them made the political situa-
tion clearer than it had seemed at first.    Its intricacy had its
source in the dual position of the Nyimi (king) as temporal
and spiritual chief.   As the Prime Minister explained to me,
to such people as the Bengongo and the Bangendi, the Nyirni
was the King, the political chief of the country ;   if they
rebelled, theirs was a political crime.    But to the Bambala,
the ruling tribe, he was also the head of the clan, the spiritual
chief, the living representative of the founder, and, as such,
sacred.    Hence their frenzied jealousy of his honour ;   an
insult to him was an insult to all the members of the clan,
dead, living, and not yet born.   They wanted him to defend
this, their honour, at the risk of his life, at the risk of the
nation's existence.    Nothing mattered so long as  honour
was satisfied.    There was not one amongst them who would
not have freely given his life to save the head of the clan the
slightest humiliation ; as Chembe Kunji (god on earth) they
loved him tenderly and resented the fact that he would not
allow them to die for him. ... In his own clan his position
is really a more exalted one than that of the Mikado of Japan,
for while in the latter country only part of the population
professes the Shinto religion, the Bambala are all ancestor
worshippers, and the Nyimi (king) is the living link that
alone can join them through the chain of his one hundred and
twenty predecessors to Bumba, the founder.    The spirit of
Bumba lives in every one of them ; it is the life of the living,
the memory of the dead, the hope of future generations.    It
is his spirit that makes the moon wane and increase, that makes
the sun shine ; it is his spirit that in the shape of rain quenches
the thirst of the soil after the months of drought;  it is his
spirit that makes the seeds germinate and presides over the
reproduction of all that lives.   This spirit is incarnated in
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